


4 ® RIGHTS OF MAN, Part. ir. 

any one individual in a government, ought to be a matter of no 
more confequence, with refpeft to the nation, than if the fame 
cvrcumftance had taken place in a member of the Engliffi Parlia- 
ment, or the French National Aflembly. 

Scarcely any thing prefents a more degrading character of na^ 
tional greatnefs, than its being thrown into confuflon by any 
thing happening to, or ailed by, an individual ; and the ridicu- 
loufnefs of the fcene is often increased by the natural infignifi. 
cance of the perfon by whom it is occafioned. Were a govern- 
ment fo conftrucled, that it could not go on unlefs a geofe or gan- 
der were prefent in the fenate, the difficulties would be juft as 
great and as real on the flight or flcknefs of the goofe, or the 
gander, as if it were called a King. We laugh at individuals 
lor the filly difficulties they make to themfelves, without per- 
ceiving, that the greateft of all ridiculous things are adled in go* 
All the conftitutions of America are on a plan that excludes 
the childifh embarraflments which occur in monarchical coun- 
tries. No fufpenfion of government can there take place for a 
moment, from any circumftance whatever. The fyftem of re- 
prefentation provides for every thing, and is the only fyftem in 
which nations and governments can always appear in their pro- 
As extraordinary power ought not to be lodged iu the hands 
of any individual, fo ought there to be no appropriations of pub- 
lic money to any perfon, beyond what his fervices in a ftate^may 
be worth. It fignifies not whether a man be called a prefldent, 
a king, an emperor, a fenator, or by any other name, which pro- 
priety or folly may devife, or arrogance aflume ; it is only a cer- 
tain fervice he can perform in the ftate ; and the ferries of any 
fuch individual in the rotine of office, whether fuch office be called 
monarchical, prefldential, fenatorial, or by any other name or ti- 
tle, can never exceed the value of teji thoufand pounds a year. 
All the great fervices that are done in the world are performed 
by volunteer characters, who accept nothing for them $ but th« 
rotine of office is always regulated to fuch a general ftandard of 
abilities as to be within the compafs of numbers in every country 
to perform, and therefore canrvot merit very extraordinary re- 

* It is related that in the canton of Berne, in Switzerland, it had beta 
cuftomary, from time immemorial, to keep a bear at the public e/pence, 
and the people had been taught to believe, that if they had not a bear they 
fhould all be undone. It happened fomc years ago, that the bear, then iji 
being, was taken lick, and died too fuddenly to have his place immediately 
fupptied with another. During this interregnum the people difeoverei 
that the corn grew, and the vintage fiourilhcd, and the fun and moon con- 
tinued to rife and fet, and every thing went on the fame as before, and 
taking courage from thefe circumftances, they refolded not to keep any 
more bears 3 f©r, faid they, “ a bear is a very voracious expenfive animal, 
“and we are obliged to pull out his claws, left helhould hurt the citizens.* 5 

The ftory of the bear of Berne was related in fome of the French newf- 
papers, at the time of the flight of Louis XVI. and the application of it 
to monarchy could not be miftaken in France ; but it feems, that the arift- 
ocracy of Berne applied it to themfelves and have fl»ce prohibited the rea- 
ding of French mews-papers. 
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, €hap .iv. RIGHTS OF MAN. 

compence. Government, fays Swift, is a plain thing, end fitted to 

the capacity of many heads. 

It is inhuman to talk of a million fterling a year, paid out of 
the public taxes of any country, for the fupport of any individu- 
al, whiift thoufands who are forced to contribute thereto, ar,e 
pining with want, and ftruggling with mifeiy. Government does 
not coniift in a contrail between prifons and palaces, between po- 
verty and pomp ; it is net inftituted to rob the needy of his mite* 
and increafe the wretchednefs of the wretched. — But of this part 
of the fubjedl I fhall fpeak hereafter, and confine myfelf at pre- 
fect to political obfervations. 

When extraordinary power and extraordinary pay are allotted 
to any individual in a government, he becomes the centre, round 
which every kind of corruption generates and forms. Give to 
any man a million a year, and add thereto the power of creating 
and difbofing of places, at the expence of a country, and the li- 
berties "of that country are no longer fecure. What is called the 
fplendor of a throne is no other than the corruption of the Hate; 
It is made up of a band of parafites, living in luxurious indolence, 
out of the public taxes. 

When once fuch a vicious fyftem is eftablifhed it becomes the 
guard and protection of all inferior abufes. The man who is a 
the receipt of a million a year is the laft perfon to promote $ 
fpirit of reform, left, in the event, it fhtfttld jeac^-to himfclf. It 
is always his intereft to defend inferior abufes, as fo many out- 
works to proteCl the citadel ; and in this fpeejes of political for- 
tification, all the parts have fuch a common dependence that it ii 
never to be expetted they will attack each other 

Monarchy would not have continued fo ^nany ages in tht 
world, had it not been for the abufes it protects.^ It is the maf- 
ter-fraud, which fhehers all others. By admitting a participa- 

* It is fcarcely poflible touch on any fubjeCl, that will not fuggei: 
an allufion to fome corruption in governments. The funile of “ f or lift- 
nations unfortunately involves with it a circumftance, which is diredily 
in point with the matter above alluded to. 

Amongpthe numerous inftances of abufe which have been a died or protedl- 
•d by governments, ancient or modern, thfre is not a greater than that of 
quartering a man and his heirs upon the public, to be maintained at his 
expcnce. 

Humanity didlatcs a provifton for the poor ; but by what right, moral or 
political, does any government aflume to fay, that the perfon called the 
Duke of Richmond, (hall be maintained by the public ? Yet, if com- 
mon report is true, not a beggar in London can purchace his wretched pit- 
tance of coal, without paying towardsthe civil lift of the duke of Richmond. 
Were the whole produce of this impofition but a (hilling a year, the ini- 
quitous principle would be (till the fame ; but when it amounts, as it is 
faid to do, to no lefs than twenty thoufands pounds per win. the enormkv 
is too ferious to be permitted to remain. — This is one of the effedls of 
monarchy and ariftocracy. 

Inflating this cafe, I am led by no pcrfonal diflike. Though I think 
it mean in any man to live upon the public, the vice originates in the go- 
vernment ; and fo general is it become, that whether the parties are In the 
miniftry or in the oppofltjion it makes, n# difference : they are fure of the 
guarantee of each ofeacr. 




